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Is the following Pages, th 
principally put together for 


Donviction of Dr. Lowth, may poſſibly 
fall into the Hands of others, who may 


be deſirous of knowing the whole Tranſ- 
action, and may not have had the op- 


portunity of being acquainted with the 
_ Circumſtances and Conduct of it: I ſhall 
beg leave, previouſly to my Expoſtula- 
tion with him, to give a ſhort ſtate of 
the matter in diſpute between us. This, 
J imagine, will be more properly intro- 
duced here, than in any direct addreſs to 
Him; who muſt be ſuppoſed to be al- 
ready well acquainted with the Cuſtoms 


of the Society in which he was educated, 


and-critically verſed in the Statutes of his 


Founder, whoſe Life he has lately -pub- 


liſhed; and, by his Intimacy with his Fay A | 


A 2 Patron, 


= 


* 2 5 2 i bak 
7 3 * 0 os RE. N F * * 


* 2 
* e . 


R 


3 * Patron, 3 deeper, ee in che 


. 


*&- 


a — . — 2 _— 
x - " — — 
ä e ion — + TER 4 - 
y E mn EI 44 * 
- * P 
2 *J 3, x da 3 
| * 
4 
7 * * 


Tecret of the late affair, than to need any 
Information from a Perſon ſo remote 
from his Lordſhip's ace fintance as the 
writer of the following Letter. | | 
of ie Statute, De is Cuſtadis C L 
legit prope Winton, directs that, on the 
Deceaſe, or Reſignation, of a Warden 
of Wincheſter, the Fellows of that Col- 
lege ſhall,” within two Days after the 
Vacancy is known, certify ſuch Vacancy 
to the Warden and Fellows of Vet Col- 
lege; That ſuch Warden and Fellows 
ſhall meet, the firſt Day after ſuch Cer- 
tificate received, in the Chapel, to con- 
ider of the Day of Election of a new 
Warden; That, within fifteen days after 
ſuch firſt Meeting, they ſhall finally ap- 
point, and prefix the Day of Election, 
in ſuch manner, as that ten days Notice 
may be given to their abſent Brethren; 
and, that the whole may be completed 
within a Month after the Vacancy ſo 
known at incheſſer. The Qualifica- 
tions of the Perſon to be elected, and 


the 


chi Forks 6 Eleces We il! 
by the Statute. If the Election be nut 


made within the time limited, and ac- 


cording to the Form preſcribed, the Vi- 
ſitor may, for that Turn, by his own 
Authority, appoint à Warden, fo it be 
done within fifteen Days after the Devo- 
lution. But if the Election be ſtatuta- 
ble, and the Viſitor ſhould then arbitra- 
rily refuſe to confirm it within five Days 
after the Preſentation, the Warden ele& 
is, by the Statute, : deem'd to be 7þjo 
fatto Warden, and to: be accordingly 
ſworn in, and take the Office upon him, 
without farther Ceremony. 


The Warden is to be elected, either 
from among the Fellows of Mew College 
or from thoſe of 7/inchefter,. or ſuch as 
have been Fellows of either College, & 
licitd de cauſa et honeſtd receſſerunt, i. e. 
have left their FELLOWS HI upon ſome 
Juff and honeſt occaſion. Recedert- a foci- 
etate Collegii, i. e. @ fiatu et conditione 
fecii, is, in a ſtatutable ſenſe,  recedere a 
Colegio. Thus has it been invariably 
underſtood 
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and, according to this Senſe, the Warden 
of New College: hath ever been looked 


upon to be as eligible to the — 
2 ne, as any other TO 7 


But the Viſitor, 1 — a late Prefer. 


4nticn) was pleaſed to reject Dr. Purnell, 
under a new diſcovered Interpretation, 


that he was not eligible by the Statute. 
Upon this Point ts Lordſhip argued 
thus; The Warden is to be elected as 
before ſpeciſied; But Dr, Purnell is not 
a Fellow of New College, neither is he 
a Fellow of incbeſter, nor can he be 
ſaid to have left the College, ſo long 
as he continues within it's Walls and 
preſides over it; and, therefore, is not 
eligible to the Headſhip of inton. 
Upon this new Conſtruction, without 
ever previouſly acquainting the Society 
with it, he claims a Devolution, ſets 
aſide Dr. Purnell, and by. his own 


Authority, ſubſtitutes Mr. Golding in 


his room. 
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This Deciſion Dr. Lowth, in his De- 


dication of his Life of WILLIAM or 


WrxRHAu, to the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
hath been pleaſed to compliment as 
wholly difentereſted, and per fectſy upright. 
On what Principles he hath done ſo the 
Author of the following Addreſs thinks 
proper to enquire; and, as the Doctor 
hath aſſured his Reader, that he hath 
been careful to affirm nothing 'pofetrvely 


without ſufficient warrant , it is to be 


expected that his Reaſons and Autho- 


rities for this avowed Approbation of 
the Biſhop's Conduct will, in juſtice to 
the Society of Vew College, be ſubmitted 
to the Jud gment of the Public. 


TO THE 


W : 


Reverend Dr. LOW T H. 


PREBENDARY of DURHAM, 


Rev. SIR, 


HE Reputation of Societies, inſtituted 

: for the Purpoſes of Religion and 
Learning, when attack'd by ſuch Perſons as 
might rather be expected to appear among the 
foremoſt in defending them, is a ſufficient Call 
for Complaint and Remonſtrance from thoſe 
who yet retain ſome Senſe of the Obligations 
they lie under to the Source of their Educa- 
tion and Maintenance. From a Motive of this 
ſort you are addreſs d in the following pages, 
by one who is equally indebted. with yourſelf 
to the two Siſter Societies of Winton and New 
College; and whoſe Concern in the preſent 
Caſe, for the Character of the latter of theſe, 
will not ſuffer him to overlook the moſt diſtant 
B Hint 


035 0 
Hint of Reproach and A ccuſation, winch he 
apprehends has been thrown. upon it. 


It is indeed to be lamented that a Work, 


like that of The Liſe of WILLIAM or 


WyKEHAM, ſhould make it s Entrance 


into the World, attended with any Circum- 
ſtance that can give Diſguſt to the Members 
of either of his Colleges, Performances of 
this Kind are generally intended as compli- 
ments to the Societies, whoſe Founders they 
celebrate. After ſhewing the Purity of the 
Fountain, from whence the Bleſſings of ſuch 
Foundations have been derived to Mankind; 
it is natural enough to take Notice how well 
the Purpoſes of them have been anſwered; 

and how clear and untainted the Stream hath 
flowed down to the preſent Generation. In- 
ſtead of this, you have been pleaſed, Sir, to 
repreſent the preſent Members of the Society 
of New College, as making fo ill a Return 


to the Tenderneſs of an indulgent Parent, 


that it required, the Interpoſition of Authority 
to correct them; and, notwithſtanding the 


hard meaſure they have, to all Appearance, 


met with, you have triumphed in their 
Diiſappointments, 


5 (11) a 
Diſappointments, and eruelly inſulted their 
Misfortunes; by aſſuring the World, that 
they have been favoured with Decifions wwholly 
diſintereſted, and perfectly upright ; have been 
treated in the Method preſcribed by - their © 
Founder, and juſt, in every reſpect, as he would 
bave treated them bimſelf *. d 


I may venture, I ſuppoſe, without fear of 
Contradiction, to apply this Part of your De- 
dication to the Hiſtory of the late Election 
of a Warden of Wincheſter, in the Place of 
Dr. Coxed; to the Rejection of Dr. Purnell, 
and the Subſtitution of , Mr. Golding in the 
Room of him. For at no other 'Time hath 
the preſent Biſhop of Wincheſter been known 
to interpoſe in their public Tranſactions, 
with his viſitatorial Authority; and, whether 
the Word diſintereſted may be thought quite 
applicable to this TranſaQtion or not, this, 
we are ſure, is the only Deczfion they have 
ever received from his Tribunal, | 


A Vindication of their Conduct, therefore, 
throughout this whole Affair, may now be 


2 Dedicat. P. iv. | 
B 2 expected 


| (8 ) | 
expected from ſome Hand or other. I mean 
ſuch a Vindication, as may prove to the 


World that they have acted up to the beſt _ 


of their Knowledge; to the beſt Informa- 
tion they could obtain from the Statutes of 
their Founder, and the Practice of the Col- 
lege in former Elections; a Practice alſo 
countenanced and authorized in a Multitude 
of Elections, by a Series of ſucceſſive Viſi- 
tors; in the lateſt Election of all by the 
Approbation of their preſent Viſitor himſelf. 
To his ne Deciſion indeed, in the Caſe before 
us, they have ſubmitted with all dutiful Re- 
gard and filent Reſignation. It did not be- 
come them publicly to expoſtulate with Him, 
whoſe Reaſons and Motives of Action, as 
they lay out of their reach, they had no 
Authority to ſummon before them, in order 
to their being diſcuſſed and examined. But 
with Dr. Lowth they are upon a fairer Foot. 
As he hath been pleaſed to deliver his Opi- © 
nion upon this Subje&, in ſo peremptory a 
Manner, they, or any Wykehami/t on their 
Behalf, may for. mutual Information, enter 


into Expoſtulations with him, and reaſon 
together as Equals. 


0 1 


| (' 13 ) | 


I beg, therefore. to be underſtood to adl -- 


dreſs myſelf to you, either as to one miſin- 
formed of the true State of the Caſe, and 
of the Method in which the Society acted 
at the late Election; or, as to one bettet 
informed than myſelf, by your Intercourſe 


with your great Patron, of the Miſtakes they * 2 


have fallen into, and of the Manner in which 
they ought to have ated. In either Caſe, 
this Explanation of their Principles and Mo- 
tives may turn to good Effet. If I am fo 
nappy as to convince. you of the Juſtneſs 
and Integrity of their Conduct, they will, 
perhaps, regain the good Opinion of one, 
whom from his diſtinguiſhed Character for 
Learning and Virtue, one would always wiſh _ 
to retain among their Friends and Favourers. 
And you, at the ſame Time, will receive the 
moſt pleaſing Satisfaction, in being again 
enabled to think well of a Society, to which 
as well as to the Univerſity in general, you 
may be underſtood to have profeſſed yourſelf 
bound, by the moſt ſacred ties of Affection 
and Gratitude *. 


Neque facile ullum unquam aut locum aut tempus 
alienum putabo, quo teſtari poſſim, quantum vobis atque huic 
Academiz debeam. Nunc certe, cum vos poſtremum alloquor, 


_ AE 


(1) 
I, on the other Hand, any Information 
you ſhall be pleaſed to impart ſhould be 
of ſuch Weight as to alter their Notions 
of the late Tranſactions between them 
and their Viſitor, it will deſerve and, I 
doubt not, will be received with the moſt 
grateful acknowledgment. The Fellows of 
New College, convinced with you, that they 
live under the Auſpices of the great Advocate 
religious and civil Liberty; and thoroughly 
ſatisfied, in their own Judgments, of the 
diftntereſted Tenderneſs and perfect Uprightneſs 
of his Proceedings; will think themſelves 
happy, in exchanging a forced and implicit 
Submiſſion, for the eaſy Yoke of a chearful 
and willing Obedience. 


I ſhall begin, Sir, my Remonſtrance to you, 
with obſerving, (what is a fair Preſumption 
in their favour,) that the Conduct of the 
Fellows of New College, in the Election of 


non poſſum facere, quin pro veſtra perpetua erga me humani- 
tate atque benevolentia, pro favore etiam et ſtudio veſtro, quod 
fzpius compertum habui, gratias quas poſiim maximas agam, 
majores etiam habiturus; meque huic Academiz ſanctiſſimis 
fidei, obſervantiæ, pietatis vinculis, magnorumque beneficiorum 
Fratiſſima memoria, obſtrictum eſſe palam profitear. 
| Orat. Crewiang. 


Dr. 


. 


Dr. Purnell to the Wardenſhip of Winchefters 


was approved of, as regular and ſtatutable 
even by Him, who hath ſince been the greateſt 
Gainer by the Viſitor's Diſapprobation of it. 
That very Friend of yours himſelf, who now 


enjoys, or rather poſſeſſes, the Fruits of the 


late extraordinary Appointment, being previ- 


” ouſly aſked his Opinion, declared that le 


ſhould look on ſuch a Step in the Viſitor (as 
he hath fince talen,) as an umnwarrantable 
Stretch of Power, and, that he "would not 
accept of a Preferment from bim thus circum- 
fanced, if it ſhould be tendered to him *. In 


* Dr. Gg hath employed ſeven or eight pages of his De- 
fence, in endeavouring to deny, or palliate, his having expreſſed 
an approbation of the conduct of the college in their late 
election; and yet he acknowledges, That his voting for Dr. 


*© Lowth, proceded not from any objection to the cuſtomary 


manner of electing: That what he had faid, (p. 67.) in 
«« private converſation denoted his acquieſcence in the col- 
„lege eleQtion:” That he would not determine to accept 


the headſhip, if offered to him by the Biſhop, till he ſhould 
be ſatisfied that by declining it, (p. 59.) he could be of no 


« uſe to Dr. Purnell. And that it was not till he had waited 
aon the Biſhop, and after employing the beſt part of two, if 
not three days, in conſulting and comparing the ſtatutes with 
a particular attention to this very point; (p. 63.) that he 
« wasfully convinced of his lordſhip's right to nominate; and 
conſequently of the impropriety of the fellows conduct, &c. 


Theſe circumſtances, alledged by himſelf, make it not im- 


probable, that he might have been more explicit in his appro- 
Datian of _ election, than he is now capable of recollecting; 
that 


A >. 
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a very few Days after indeed, by the Help of | 
a little modern Caſuiſtry, he ſaw Reaſon to 
change his Mind, or at leaft to altar his Con- 
duct. He then pleads for himſelf; —— That 
the Hradſbip of Winchefter College was offered 
fo him; —— that, if he fhould refuſe it, the 
Biſhop had others in bis Eye to confer it on; 
that his Lordſhip would, on no Account 
whatſoever permit Dr. Purnell 20 have it; and, 
he therefore hoped, that, without Offence to 
the Doctor, or to the Society, for which be had 
all due Regard and Affection, be might be per- 
mitted to enjoy a Preferment, which, in a Way 


that his Friends have aſſerted that he was ſo, is notorious to 
many of the college, and others. But whatever his particular 
expreſſions were on this occaſion, they were certainly ſuch, as 
his advocates were thoroughly convinced from them, that he 
would not, upon any conſideration, accept of a preferment thus 
eircumflanced, if it ſhould be tendered to him. This was what they 
ſtrenuouſly aſſerted and publicly maintained: They were angry 
with any one that intimated the leaſt ſuſpicion of their friend's 
integrity in this point: And one of them, on the very day of 
the appointment, proteſted publickly in the common room, 
that if he did accept of it, he would give him up. Nay, even 
after he was gone to Winton, to take poſſeſſion of his prefer- 
ment; this friend ftill confidently affirmed, that his intention 
in taking could be only to reſign it again: From whence now, 
could theſe ſentiments, this confidence of his friends ariſe ? 
From nothing ſurely, but their full perſuaſion of the impro- 
priety of the acceptance, joined with ſome explicit declaration 
they had received of his principles ou this ſubject; and their 
good _— of his ſteadineſs and integrity. 


appointed 
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© How. far. this Expreſſion 20 el ug the 0 
Style in general of this Apology, may be fairly | 
ſuſpected of Arrogance and Self-conceit, I ſhall 
not determine; but am fully perſuaded, that 
what he is pleaſed to call a regular Devolution 
of Preferment by the Appointment of his Founder, 
will by others, and would by. himſelf in other 
Circumſtances, be, with better Reaſon, deem- 
ed, a palpable Violation of his Founder's Sta- 
tutes, and a manifeſt Uſurpation upon the 
Rights and Property of his Society; which 
he had engaged, which he had ſporn to ob- 
ſerve, ſupport and maintain. To urge, that 
if he refuſed the Preferment, the Biſhop had 
others in his Eye to confer it on, can be 
no juſt Plea for his accepting it in ſuch Cix- 
cumſtances; For if, (according to his own 
avowed Opinion,) the Viſitor had no equitable 
Right to confer ; this Gentleman could -not, 
from any ather Conſideration, have a juſt ' 
Title to poſſeſs it under his "ev 
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IIa belt Friends and AN 1 ftr Sb 
adent, ſaw the Matter in this Light, and 
therefore, in anſwer to the Reaions' he had 
. Urged for altering his Sentiments, endeavoured, 
| by the ſtrongeſt Arguments, to divert him 
from ſuch a Conduct; conjured him not to 
facrifice a Character, which appeared to them 
| to be as fair a one as Man ever had, to this, or 
; I Temptation of Prefertnent, however allur- 
This Method of Perſuafion was certainly 
unde in Judgment and good Senſe, 
urged with Honeſty and Affection; and 1 
have Reaſon to think, that they expected ſome 
good Effect from it: For though they knew 
chat Self. intereſt but too often carries almoſt ir- 
refiſtable Eloquence with it; they might fairly 
conclude that it would have loft great Part of 
its Force on one, whom they had previouſſy 
re 
rer as: * = 


But to ſupph We n n with 


cum to 1 Devolution has been lately made 
out, and with great Triumph, but little Inge- 

nuity, produced in favour of the Decifion, and 
your Friend's Acceptance of this Preferment; 
VIZ» 
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viz. That the Election of Dr. Purnell was not - 
made within the Time limited by Statute 3 and 
therefore the Viſitor had, in that Caſe, an in- 
diſputable Right of appointing a Warden, by 
his own. Authority, But ſhould this be true, 
(which is not admitted, and before I come to 
the Cloſe of this Letter, it ſhall be ſhewn to 
be abſolutely falſe and groundleſs,) it can ſerve 
only as a Fence in Law to the Poſſeſſion of the 
Preferment, but can never be pleaded in Equity 
for his Admiſſion to it. Becauſe it is notorious 
that he was admitted upon a former, excluſive 
of this ſecond and all other Pretences whatſo - 
ever. The Gentlemen who, upon the Rejec- 
tion of their Warden elect, were, deputed to 
wait upon his Lordſhip with their Remon- 
ſtrances, (which they did about two Days after 
the Tender had been made to Mr. Golding) 
have aſſured me, that his Lordſhip claimed the 
Devolution upon the ſingle Circumſtance of 
Dr. Purnell's not being eligible by Statute, ac- 
cording to his new Interpretation of it. And, 
that, being aſked, Yhether he had any Objec- 
tion to make to the Form and Proceſs of the Eleg- » 
tion as to other Circumſtances ? he atſured 
them, HE HAD NONE. . | | 
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theſe TranſaQtions, by the preſent Poſſeſſor: 


of the Wardenſhip of Wincheſter, in any BENE 
logy for his Conduct: So that this After- Claim 

can prove nothing with Reſpect to his 'Beha- - 
viour, but the ſhameful Prevarication of thoſe: 
who urge it in his Behalf, and their juſt Suſpi- 
cion of the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of his 
other Pretences. -I. necd not beg Pardon, 
Sir, for thus — the Figure of your 
Friend. It was a ſufficient Inducement to me 
to do it, that T might have an Opportunity of 
boaſting, that he was once of the ſame Opi- 
nion, in this Affair, with the reſt of the Meme - 
bers of New College; I mean when his Senti- 
ments were e difinterefied. 2 


But the Advocates for this Meaſure have been 
forced, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, to add Falſe- 
hood to their Diſingenuity. For finding them- 
ſelves hard preſſed with an Argument, which 
could neither be reſiſted nor eluded, viz. 
That, whatever might be the true Senſe of 
the Statute, his Lordſhip having admitted 
Dr. Coxed upon it without Objection, could 
not, conſiſtently with his uſual Moderation 
4 | and 


E 
we Equity, take Adyantage of the Confidence? 
thereupon repoſed in his Honour and Integrity, 
and reject another Gentleman in the ſame 
Circumſtances, without © previouſly ſignifying 
his Reſolution, with the Reaſons for it, to the 
Society: Finding, I fay, this Argument to be 
unanſwerable, the Advocates for the Viſitor's» 
Deciſion have boldly afferted, That his Lord- 
ſhip had actually given due Notice of his 
Will and Pleaſure, relating to this Affair, to 
the Fellows of New College, but that they, in 


Defiance of his Order, proceeded to the Elec- 


tion of a new Warden in their uſual Method, 
according to the received Senſe of the Statute; 


and therefore, inſtead of being injured in their 


Rights and Property, by this new Appoint- 
ment, they were but juſtly puniſhed for their 


Inſolence and Diſobedience. This, Sir, has 


been as implicitly believed by ſome, as it hath 


been confidently reported by others; though. - 


there is not the leaſt Foundation in Truth * 
the Aſſertion, or Belief. | 


1 was myſelf, till very lately, a Member of 


New-College ; and was fo for above five. and 
twenty Years ; and, as long as I continued in 
| that... 


Aden 


642) 
that Situation, was, I believe, Ade 
quainted with the Concerns of it as any of my 


+  Contemporaries; and I do ſalemnly proteſt, 


junction, or even Hint of one from Autho- 


rity ; or any that was in the leaſt wth 
ht AR e | 


The only ObjeRtions 1 ever ſaw or heard 
made to the Expediency or Statutableneſs of 
the Method of Election now under Confide- 
ration, were from an anonymous printed Paper 
addreſſed to the Society, Sept. 1753, which, 
from ſeveral Circumſtances, was ſuſpected to 
have been written by a Gentleman, who, 
about that Time, had been difappointed in 
his Views for his Son at Wnchefter ; and who 
had been encouraged and affiſted in this Un- 
dertaking by a Friend or two more, in that 
Neighbourhood ; who, out of Pique to Dr. 
Purnell, and no good Affection for his Society, 
had concurred in this Scheme, to fpirit up a 
Divifion among the Members, in order to de- 
feat the Head of his Succeſſion to Winton. - 


'S 


_ I ſay, whether Right or n 
N 


tun 
generally fuſpected to have been che Cale, at 
that Time. And the. Suſpicion was a good 
deal favoured by a ſeeond Paper, ſent by an 
unknown Hand a few Weeks after; which di- 


rectly charges the Author of the former vim 


the malicious Deſign above mentioned. But, 
as both Papers were looked upon, by the Fel- 
lows, as impertinent Interpofitions in an AF 
fair, of which, (as a Matter of Conſcience or 
Expediency) they themſelves were the only 
proper Judges ; they were both thrown aſide 


with the Contempt that is generally que to Þ 


anonymous Letters ; have lain buried. in Ob- 
ſcurity ever ſince, and, I ſuppoſe, would have 
totally been forgotten, had not che preſent 
Neceſſity of reſuting every Objection againſt 
the Conduct of the College, called loudly, and 
E for the Publication of — 

. 0 8 27 
hw b ch pes hgh 0 rate in- 
fluenced their Conflut on the late Occaſioti; 
what Reſpect was due to either; or which 
of chem was to have the Preference in their 
Regard, 5s: Argus E e "I ne 
hows gp 0? n 
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That 
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15 Q 24 ) e 

tue to 4 ee of theſ Par- 
ticulars, faithful Copies of Both are here in- 
ſerted for their peruſal. On the firft of them, 
(with. the Contents of which I preſume, Sir, you 
have long ſince been acquainted) I ſhall take 
the Liberty to make ſome few Obſervations : ; 


The latter I ſhall * to ſhift for itfelf, Te 


\ * 
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c viii. 


OUR Cuſtom, e mY. Head- 
1 ſhip of Vincbeſter College becomes 
< vacant, of electing your own Warden into 
cc that Office, ſeems neyer to have been ſuf⸗- 
r ficiently conſidered. How the Practice 
* commenced—— What Objections were firſt 
« made to it—Why it was finally- acquieſcef 


* In by the then Fellows, in the Caſe of 
« Dr, 


U 
4 


« the Only, Argument in Defence of ſuch 


"IT LIBS ES 


6 


* Dr. Nicholas, the firſt Warden fo elected, and 
ec vvyho died A. D. 1712, ſeveral Years after : 
« his Blection, are Things which No Man 
<« now remembers, tho it is Notorious the 
Precedent then ſet, has been by their Sue 
« ceſſors ſo implicitly followed, That One 


« Wardens ſucceeding the Other is become 
« almoſt a Thing of Courſe, rather than an 
« Election; which is perhaps the Beſt, if not 


© Practice. For it is generally admitted, when 


No Election is in view, that your preſent 
« Cuſtom is a flat Contradiction to the Tenor 


« and Subſtance of the Statutes of both Col- 


te leges, if not a Treſpaſs againſt the Letter 
« of poof nnn Cn” 


« That your Caſe is Meuse * | 


« very detrimental to both Societies, will be 


« clearly evinced from the two following Con- 
cc ſiderations. . | #” 2 


« 1. White the Warden + de- 
< pends ſo much as he does for a very bene- 
« ficial Promotion upon a Number of Junior 


A ds many of whom are under Four- 


D NE « Years 


— — — 


8 — 20-055 — 
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te Years, Tome under Four! Months Standing, If 
ve ie eun hold the Reiris of Government as he 


« bught, he muſt have Tefs Frallt/ in his 


Compoſition than falls to the Share of moſt 
«'gther Men. Whether in Fact your Diſcipline 
has ever languiſhed on this Account, is beft 
* underſtood by thoſe” who | n Wn 
„ e ne Non 


* * 3 
: * © F 
Trier) | | A. 15 4 $4 1.644 


* N 


39 


| b W dies . at the 


«© Nime of Hections annually exerciſes, a ſub- 
« oriliniite Viſitatorial Power at Wincheſter 2 
Age, when the firſt Article of his Ene 

* preſcribed by Statute is Saper Regimine 
t Cotta Duty be can be but moder- 
« ately qualified to diſcharge, who looks upon 
« himſelf as Heir Apparent to All the Power 


© and Profits a Warden of Vinton College may 


happen, at any Time, or by any Means, 
<< to be poffeſſed of. And as This Enquiry 
tt js ſeldom or never Effectually made, how 
ce _ neteſſary ſoever, All Other Enquiries | are 
« either totally neglected, or but faintly pur- 
« ſued; which probably would not be the 
« Caſe, If the Warden of New-College were 
5 Independent, and without any Proſpect of 

; be changing 


4 
* 


(nar: 8 
« „ changing his Situation. | Nor; let this be 

« thought lightly of by thoſe, who know the 
K. * proſen Condition of Tann, as, * 


' * 


*. But, 8 the Fas —— ol per- 
te nicious Conſequences of this Practice, it is 
« by many underſtood to be directly againſt 


* 


4. 


the Statute, where the Qualifications for a 5 


Warden of Winton are recited; as the 


Warden of Neu- College is neither an Actual 
« Fellow, nor can with any Propriety bg ſaid 


ce to; have t the College, whillt he remains 
nt Ag than. Mal way LI 2» 

20 10 Abſclute Literal Probiblcicn was not 
« to, be. looked for in this Caſe, by thoſe, who 
« know the Founder deſigned, and left; bis 
„ Warden of New-College.as much; ſuperior to 
the other Warden in Revenue as in _Dig- 
« nity, though by ſome Alteration. and N- 
« nagement, it is not ſo at this Time. 3 


«« But that your Preſent Practice is quite 


© beſide, and againſt, your Founder's Intention 
e js what, I believe, No Wiccamiſt ever yet 


denied. And He who denies, the ſame, or 


D 2 2 Greater 
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(28) 
Greater Regard, to be due to the Founder's 
„ Intention, to 'the whole Tenor and Subſtance 
« of his Statutes, than to the Letter of any 
„ One of them, muſt be a great Stranger to, 

or very Inattentive Reader of, the laſt N- 

8 1 of both Bodies of EO 


\ 


40 I if Theſe Things are W repre- 
e ſented, and your Viſitor ſhould happen to 
e ſee them in the ſame Light many others 


% do, what ſhould prevent his declaring any 
<« future Election Null and Void; in which 


te Caſe, you know, The Nomination of a 
« Warden for that Turn, under certain Limi- 
-<' tations, would devolve to him. A: Power I 
« am certain You would be grieved to ſee 
« him make uſe of, though it were done 
.« with the ſtricteſt Regard to the Honor 
ec and Intereſt of the Colleges, as alſo to 
'« the Truſt n in . by your 
& Founder. | 


4 If what i is here offered with a very Ho- 
cc : neſt; Upright Meaning, and without any 
e other Motive, but that of an affectionate 


6 Zeal for the Credit and Wellfare of Both 
Colleges 


| | 


{ 29 ) | 
„ Colleges, ſhall be conſidered as it ought, 
« by thoſe whom it moſt concerns, All Pre- 
« judice, Partiality, and Siniſter Affection 
< being laid afide ; The Editor of this little 


« Paper will obtain the utmoſt of his 
« Deſire,” 


II. Yet 
« To the Fellows of New College. 
(Poft Mark, O&. 20.) | 


© GENTLEMEN, 


cc T* a printed Paper, lately addreſſed to 
You, (which is the Effect of a. private 

„ Quarrel, and Perſonal Pique,) there is a 
« Snare laid for You, in which it is al- 
« moſt an Inſult upon your Underſtandings 
to imagine You will be caught— Yet par- 
« don a few Words of Caution. from a 
« Friend, and a Man once a Member of your 
Society. The Writer of the ill-meant Paper 
« obovenamed wants to have You do, what he 
« fears (with the greateſt Reaſon) Your Viſitor 
* will not do, viz. prevent Dr. P's becoming 
“ Warden 


$ 


kf Fr 
i Warden of Mincleler Collages. ſhould: thers 
OR pf A Os Slot ed ” 


TA 48 79 75 13 
you N Bi Gentle- 


N. Let me entreat 

« men, to conſider attentively, | what, Part it 
is likely your Viſitor will act, in caſe You 
« preſent Dr. P to him. Can you think 
« that a Man, ſo rernarkable for the Con- 
« fiſtency of his Conduct as Biſhop Hoadiy, 
will refuſe to admit Dr. F. to whoſe 
« Admiffion No Objecion'can be made, but 
« what might have been made againſt that 
« of Dr. Cox--d, whom he received and ad- 
* mitted without Scruple ? Can you ſuppoſe 
t that, after fix Remayals from the Head- 
* ſhip of Neu- College, to that of Wincheſter, 
(without the leaſt Objection made to any 
4 of them by the former Viſitors, or by the 
« preſent) a Deſign to pay Dr. P. the ſame 
« Reſpect that has been paid to thoſe his 
r Predeceffors, ſhould be declared Unſtatu- 
table by the Biſhop of Wincheſter ; who is 
known to have thought otherwiſe, and 
«ated upon the Contrary Suppoſition, and 
« who, as I obſerved, has diſtinguiſhed him- 
« ſelf by a conſiſtent Beh-viour, even in his 
« Errors? | « But 


[ JT "1 

Hut ſuppoſe, if you teste, againſt a 

Probability, the Vifitor ſhould not admit 
Gf of Dr. * Ye Re I e 

din Hs yd noqr' ue eie 09 grip ** 

The. Dr will be where he is 0B 

a ſuffer the Loſs of any Thing he 

« enjoys at preſent; and you, after behaving 


With Honour towards Him, will be at LI. 


0 'berty to name "other Man!” Fot it is 
« not with any Colour uf Reaſon to be ima- 
« gel chav che BY L im- 


« mediatdy,” upon ftjecting Dr., P. name 


<< x Perſon for er Wardetifip, by his ſole 


\ * 1. 2 N Ln 1167 5 i 9204 $2 
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The Writer of che Paper himiclf"is not, 

v. ſe, lativfied that vou Vifftor W 
behave thus, though he endedvours to ter- 
„ rify you with © ſeeming to” nike” that 
« Sippoſition,” 1.30 e Y * 2 


10 


« On the other rind it is et" - 
« able to believe, that if the Viſitor refuſes 
to admit Dr. P. as an unſtatutable Man, 
« he will defire you to nominate a ſtatutable 


2 One; becauſe, to do otherwiſe, and to no- 


« tiinate 


® 


' 

} 

4 

\ 
1 


rey 
„ niinate- 2 Wanden of Winelefer by bie 
« ſole Authority in ſuch Circumſtances, would 


et have the Appearance of , 
* and be cried out upon by all the World 


« as ſuch a * unleſß he had, as Your 


«* Viſitor, given you Notice of your being 
« got into an unſtatutable Method of nomi- 


« declared himſelf reſolved to take Adyan- 


C tage of your Negle& of his Admonition. 


© yen you any ſuch Notice or Warning, no- 
cc body, who conſiders his Character of Ten- 


« derneſs in the Exerciſe of his Power, ei- 


ce pecially againſt Men of Principles . te 
© to thoſe he embraces, can believe he will 
< lie upon the Catch in order to treat your 


« Society in the Manner above - mentioned. 


I 


.» 


4 nating to the Wardenſhip, mentioned the 
« Error in admitting Dr. Coxed, and warned 
« you of the Danger of your loſing the Right 
© of Nomination, by ſuch a Proceeding, and 


* The Aferiſcs in this Letter ſupply. the Places of ſome 


Words, which could not, with any Decency be tranſcribed hy 
© one, who had the leaſt 9 for the high cn of the 


B. of W. 
« He 


1 | 
= He could not ſtand” his Grund aghtinſs 
> Le current Reproaches that would be 
t thrown out againſt him, by Men 6f alt 
« Parties, for ſuch * * * Uſage of yo 
And, therefore, he will not be guilty of 
te ſuch a * . Conduct, juſt at the Cloſe of 
« a long Life, in the Courſe of which he 
* Has wg beliaved in A Bae. 
% Manner,” 5 
— 2 10 Gattlnen, 1 
1019 We. | Yours, Sr. 
n n 


5 Thi Wider b A Pa- 


pers endeavours to ſupport his Objection to the 
Election of the Warden of Neu- Collage to the 


'Headſhip of Winton, by three Arguments: 
The two firſt of which are urged from the In- 
expediency, and Detriment, of ſuch à Choice 
to both Societies: Which I think, are not ſo 


clearly evinced from the Conſiderations propoſed, 


as he might imagine. To ſuppoſe, as he ſeems 


to do, that Self-Intereſt is the ruling Principle 


of all human Actions; and that it is ſcarcely 


poſſible for a Man to act honeſtly, and con- 


ſcientiouſly in one Station, that is dependent 


ſor 


8 


1 


. 44 

for; his Promotion. to a better, is a Surmiſe 
very little to the Honour of human Nature, 
and not ach for N Credit of him rg 


__ it. N 


100 ny —7 indeed be 8 that, in 

this ſelſiſh and corrupt Age, Inſtances to favour 
Notion are but $99.4 common. It may be 
oped, however, that the Degeneracy is not 
ſo univerſal, but that there are yet remaining 
many honeſt Men, who will dare to prefer 
theye Duty to their Intereſt ; who will bravely 
maintain the Integrity of their Characters, 
under greater Temptations: than can be ſup- 
e c e e 119 2154 
For my own part, 45 can ſee no W 

2 Gopernour, circumſtanced as the Warden 
.of New College is, may not, without any he- 
roi Degree of Virtue, hold the Reins of Go- 
pennen as be ought : Nay, if he has any 


— 


- Concern to maintain his Reputation, or even 
Aecure his Intereſt, I cannot ſee how, conſiſt- 
ent with good Policy, (excluſive of a good 
—y— Gs For 


it 


(86) 
it 15 founded on: Reaſon, and confirized by 
Experience, that the Governour who! condudts 
himſelf by wiſe and prudent Rules, and a com» 
ſtant Purſuit of juſt and upright Meaſures; 
who forms his Scheme of Government with 
Judgment and Diſcretion, and maintains - it 
ever fail of gaining the Eſteem and Aﬀec- 
tion of thoſe, over whom he- preſides; and; 


conſequently, of ſecuring. the Favour of thoſe 
on whom he depends. Whilſt, by a con- 
trary Conduct, eſpecially on a Motive ſo mean 


as 1s here ſuggeſted, he muſt be ſure to in- 
cur the Hatred and Reproach of the Wiſe, 
and the Contempt and Scorn, even of the 
moſt inconſiderate Part of his Society; who, 
if ever they prefer him, under this Charac- 
ter, muſt be ſuppoſed to do it, not ſo much 
to oblige, as to get rid of him. A good 
Governour of a College, I believe, has been 
ſcarce ever known to ſuffer in his Popularity, 
or his Intereſt, by barely inſtituting and ſup- 
porting a regular and well-concerted' Diſci- 
pline. Whenever the Diſciplinarian has ſuf- 
fered in theſe Reſpects, it has not been owing 

- _ 7 ſo 


(:36)) 
fo much to the Diſcipline itſelf, as to Want 
of temper and Judgment; a 
A _ Mp vl Mood 


| 


{Due the Objefor s Argument, if lowed 
it's full Scope, would operate much farther 
than he intended. For almoſt every Fellow 
in the College is dependent for his Promo- 
tion, on a Number of his Young Fellows, each 
of whom has his Vote in the Diſpoſal of all 
College Preferments. It ſhould ſeem there- 
fore, by this Argument, that no one is to 
bear any Office, with Authority, in this So- 
eiety; becauſe he is thuggdependent upon it. 
Whence then is the Warden to have his Co- 
adjutors, and how his Order, Rule, and good 
Government, to be maintained without their 
Miniſtration? But I can ſee no Objection, in 
any. of - theſe Caſes, but what lies equally 
againſt all Power and Authority that may 
be committed to fallible Man; namely, the 
Abuſe of it; and therefore, the Reaſoning 
from this Topick is too trivial and abſurd to 
need any formal Confutation. 


+ It has indeed been apprehended, and may 
probably 


| ( 37 ) 

probably be allowed, by Perſons who have had 
their Education in New College; That the Ad- 
miſſion of young Gentlemen immediately, or 
after a ſhort Probation, to their Fellowſhips, 
may make the Exertion of good Diſcipline 
more difficult, and the Succeſs of it more 
precarious: than in other Societies, where they 
are longer dependent for them. But this, if 
a Defect, is chargeable on the Conſtitution, 
not on the Governour. And even this Defect 
is, in a great Meaſure, balanced by the ma- 
turer Age, and proportionable Underſtanding, 
of the young Gentlemen; when they are 
firſt admitted into his Society. With this 
Balance, I have known good Diſcipline ex- 
erted with as much Prudence on the one 
Hand, and ſubmitted to with as ready Ob- 
ſervance on the other, in This, as in any 
other Society whatſoever. But, whenever the 
Diſcipline has languiſhed, I can but too clearly 
demonſtrate, that it has been owing to other 


Cauſes ; leaſt of all to that here en 57 THO 


the Writer of this Paper. 


2. «©. Your Warden claims, and, at the 
00 Time of „ annually exerciſes a ſub- 
44.54] ce ordinate 


- 


| 8 
«© ordinate viſitatorial Power at Vincbeſter 
„ e ee d e d WN En- 
« quiries preſcribed, by the Statutes,” Our” 
Wi bib rae W ei colt ee 


This is 10 8 bix it 1s 2 0 Ss 
Truth. He claims indeed, and annually ex- 
erciſes, this viſitatorial Power; but it is only 
in Conjunction with the two Peoſers, or an- 
nua Electors, from New College; excluſive of 
whom he has no fuch Authority. Was this 
Omiſſion owing to an Ignorance of the Sta- 
tate, or to a worſe Cauſe? Certain it is, 
that the Omiſſion of this Circumſtance makes 
a wide Difference, if not a total Alteration, 
in the Caſe before us. For, however mode- 
rately qualified the Warden, as Heir expeftant 
may be to diſcharge this Duty, the other two 
Eletors, who have no ſuch View, may be 
ſuppoſed ready to act upon more conſcientious 
Motives : Unleſs it ſhould be objected, that it 
is | poſſible that they too may ſucceſſively 
arrive to this high Office and therefore, upon 
the fame ſhameful Inducement may be 
tempted to connive at the ſame Irregularities. 
Bar the Suppoſition in both Caſes, is- ſelfiſh, 

| baſe, 


4 
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the Statute, where the Qualifications for a 


(390) 


bail; and vogtnerows ; and, I am confident, has 


* Truth. nor Reaſon for its Foundation. 


3 But, belides the Toes * per- 
nicious Conſequences of this Practice, © it is 
« by many underſtood to be directly againſt 


Warden of Wincheſter are recited; as the 
« Warden of New-College. is neither an actual 
«+ Fellow, nor gan, with any Propriety, be 
« ſaid to have left the College, whilſt he re- 
« mains Head and Governqur of itt. 


It was upon this Point, and this only, that 


the: Viſitor claimed a Devolution, and in Con- 


ſequence! whereof he has, by his own Autho- 
Tity, appointed a Warden of i nebeer. Det 


us ſee then, whether” the Words of che st- 


tute are ſufficiently clear to juſtify this extra- 
ordinary Proceeding thereupon 3 whether a ä 
Claim of ſuch vaſt Conſequence, could be with 
Reaſon built upon a doubtful Place of a Sta- 
tute; which may be fairly capable of ano- 
ther Conſtruction, and has indeed been ever 
underſtood in a quite different Senſe F. 


| „ And here let it be premiſed, That where a Statute 
3 by one of which a Right 
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6 1 ) 

The Warden of "Winchefter; ſays the Sta- 
tute; is to be elected vel de Soviis d ipſo noſtro 
Collegio Oxon. ſeu de Sociis Prefoit teris Collegit 
noftri” Prope- Winton, aut 45 illis qui ali quemdo 


fuerunt in ihſo giro Collegio, , Oxon, eu 2 
legio prope Winton Socit, et ex Caufis Lein et 
boneftis. receſerunt. That 1 is, in order to his 
being eligible to the Hes ip of Vi, nton;, he 
muſt be either a Fellow of New lee, © or 2 
Fellow of i nchefter, or one that has left his 
Fellowſhip of either College, upon ſome law⸗ 


lat In 
ful _ honeſt Occaſion. © © 52 aft | * 


— For hs Word J e in this Place, by 


all fair Rules of Interpretation, can reſpect 


only the Condition, and not the local Situ- 


ation of the Warden; can refer only to the 


Receſs from his Fellowſhip; 4 Statu et Con- 
ditione Socii, a Societate Callegii, and not from 
the Walls of it. Had 4 Collegio been expreſſed 
with. receſerunt, which it is not, it could not, 
without ſtraining the Senſe beyond all rea- 
ſonable Conſtruction, be explained to mean 


ee might be forfeited, and by the other preſerved ; the, Statute 
«« muſt be literally and benignly conſtrued, in Order to fayour 


* rather than deſtroy the ny” See the Reply, p. 27. 


any 


bor difference of Degree, _ HD 


8 7 41 * ; 
any bcher than te Members which conſtitute —Y 
the Corporation, or Society, of which the 
Warden is Head and Governour. 80 that; 

when a Warden leaves his Fellowſhip, and 88 
accepts the Headſhip, he may, with as much 
Propriety, be ſaid to have left the College, as 
the Prince when advanced from a Peerage to 
the ſupreme Authority, may be faid to have 
left the Houſe of Peers, though” he ſtill 
continues to be the Head and Governour 
of it. For, as ſoon as they commence Go» 
vernours, they ceaſe to be Peer or Fellow and 
are, by their Advancement, diſtinct "Eſtates 
from what they were in their State of Sub- 
jection; as their Condition indeed, allowing 


be analogous in many other Reſpects. | 
Inſtance therefore, e : 
with Regard to the Queſtion before u W 


Bit 1 Wil ih Sede ag OWN 8 
this Writer, that the Word reteſſerunt relates 
to the Situation, Walls, or Apartments of the 
College: Yet ſtill it muſt be inſiſted on, that 
it is not a neceſſary ſtatutable Qualification, 
2 a Candidate for the Wardenſhip of Vin. 

F R 5 


Gisler, REY „ Senſe, 4 
either College. The mere receding from his 
College can, indeed, be no Part of this Qua- 
lication: TO Bx, or to HAVE BERN, a 
Fellow of one or other of the Colleges, are 
all the primary Requiſites inſiſted on by the 
Statute z but in the latter Circumſtance, where 
the Candidate is not at preſent, but hath been 
beretofore a Fellow, there is a farther Con- 
dition annexed, (whether he is ſuppoſed to 
vecede from his Reſidence there, or from his 
Share in the Society as a Fellow) that he ſhall 
auunt, ex. licite Cauſc et dung. The having 

xeceded, therefore, from the College, is not in 
either Senſe, a Qualification; but muſt be 
canfidered rather as an Indulgence, or Ampli- 
ation of the Privilege of Election, in Favour 
of the EleQtors. They are allowed to chuſe 
the Warden out of thoſe v are at preſent 
Fellows of either College; and not only ſo, 
hut from thoſe who have. been Fellows, on 
Candition they have quitted without any Blot 
on their Characters. And would it not be ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe, that this Indulgence ſhould 
. the Power of e e re- 
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ell Dahbes Bus theſe Societies, 
or who hath left either of them for any Num- 
ber of Years, and that He hould be excluded 
by it, who hath: only ſhifted his -Refidence 
from his Chambers to the Lodgings of tlie 
Warden of Net-College ? Where, in all con- 
mon Apprehenfion; is the Reaſon of the Thing? 
Is there any Particular Merit in being at u 
Diſtance from the College, after a Man has 
quitted his Fellowſhip? I will put the Caſe, 
for it is what hath frequently happened in 
Oxford, that a Perſon, after leaving his Fel- 


lowſhip, ſhould, from his Affection to an aca- 3 


demical Life, ſtill make the College his Place 
of Reſidence, as an independent Member. 


Could it, in your Opinion, Sir, be objected t 


fuch an one, that he was not à ſtatutable Cam- 
didate for the Wardenſhip of Wintheſter, be- 
cauſe he had not quitted the College? Or 
could it, with any Shew of Argument, be ſaid 
that another, beneficed in Devonſhire, or pre- 
ferred in the Biſhoprick of Durham, ought, 
merely from his being at a great Diſtance from 
the Society, to be regarded in pon Competition 
before him. 1 
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205 aht 3 Aetna can Wa ofthe 
Word receſſerunt, even in the Senſe of our Adver- 
_ faries, is no more than this: The Founder hath, 


\ 5b en " "* 


RT 


leftors, and given a Privilege, even to thoſe who 


have lf? the Collegs, to become Candidates; pro- 


vided they left it an no diſreputable Account; and 
therefore, a fortiari, thoſe who ſtill reſide within 
the Walls of the College, and want not the Uſe 
of this Privilege, are ſtill, if poſſible, more im- 
ene and un; — 2 


i 


wad e no 8 fon doubting the Validity of 
any Thing I haye ſaid on this Head; but, if 
my Reaſoning upon it ſhould not be abſolutely 
gdecifive, it is at leaſt ſufficient for my Pur- 


.paſe ;. which was to ſhew. that, according to 


all the common Rules of arguing in ſuch Caſes, 
the Statute is not ſo clear and expreſs in fa- 
your of the Deciſian, as, in a Matter of ſo 


great Impartance, it apght to have been; 


before a Viſitor ſhould have praceeded to. fo 
TT +: a Sentence ee 


« But an abſolute Prohibition, in this Caſe 


a will not be looked for by thoſe who know 
cc the 
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« the Founder deſigned, and left his Warden 
« of New-College, as much ſuperior to the 
« other Warden in Revenue as in Dignity; 


though by ſome Alteration - and e 
« ment, he is not ſo at this Time.” 


It is Jificult to . e 
through a Courſe of Argument, without falling 
into ſome Inconſiſtencies. It was aſſerted, in 
the very Sentence before; that the Practice 
was by many, (among whom we may ſurely 
be allowed to rank this Writer himſelf,) under. 


froed to be directiy contrary to the Statute," De 


Electione Cuſtodis; and yet here it is allowed, 
that there is no abſolute and literal Prohibition 
in the Caſe. If there be no Law, there can be 
no Tranſgreſſion. Why then is the Society 
thus hardly treated, if they have not wilfully 
offended againſt ſome known Statute? Surely 
nothing could be more juſt and reaſonable, 
than to expect, that before any Advantage 
could be fairly taken to deprive a College of 
its beſt Privilege, and diveſt it of its richeſt 
Property, an abſolute and literal Prohibition 
ſhould be produced ; nay, and that the Prohibi- 
tion : ſhould be fo clear and explicit, and the 

Meaning 


4 1 
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Meaning of it fixed and determined, that it 
Mould 1 be n to ns "_ it. 


Bor the Privileges 4 re of Mankind | 
would ſtand. upen 8 very | precarious Foot, if 
they were to be tryed and determined only by 
Inferences from Law, without any expreſs In- 
junctions from it: Eſpecially where the judge 
ſingly is to infer, interpret, decide; and, by 
| ſuch his Deciſion, - to gain the abſolute Diſ- 

poſal of that Property, at his own Will and 
Pleaſure. There would be more Reaſon, in 
this Caſe, than in that which is put by this 
Writer, to apprehend ; that a Judge, under 
theſe Circumſtances, would not always trim 
the Balance of Juſtice with ſuch Equality and 
Exactneſs as be ought ; unleſs be had much eſs 
Prailty in his Compoſition than falls to the OT 
of 105 other _—_ 


A Man ſo jealous of the Abuſe of Power, 
as the Author of this Letter ſeems to be, 
would be apt to ſuſpect, that a near Prefer- 
ment of ſeven or eight hundred Pounds per 
Annum, might poſſibly tempt ſome future Vi- 
ſitor to deviate a little from the Rule of Equĩ- 

| ty, 
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| other, Under this Apprehenfion, one could 


"' 4 

ty. in Complaiſance-ta * or in Fivour 
of a Relation, or a Creature; when, by a little 
plauſible Iniquity, he could make a' Merit 
with the one, and ſo amply provide for the 


have allowed him to have exclaimed, - with 
his uſual Solemnity ; — Nor let this be thought 
lightly of; by the great Guardians of our 
Rights and Properties; who know the unli- 
mited Power that is claimed and ſometimes 
exerciſed by the Viſitors of Colleges in both 
Vniverſities, without 1 or Tom, from 
their: > AB 


. 


and left, his Warden of New College, as much 
ſuperior to the other in Revenue, as in Digttty : 
But the Inference drawn from this Appoint- 
ment does not neceflarily follow. For a 
Perſon of the Founder's Prudence and Saga- 
city could not but foreſee, that a Warden of 
New College might have many other Reaſons 
for his removing to Winchefter, beſides the 


View of encreaſing his Power, or improving 
his Income. I knew a Gentleman, who wa- 


ved his Option to'a Biſhoprick of more than 
5 | two 


(48) 
two thouſand Pounds per | Anmum, for a Pre- 
bend and à Country Living, of half that Va- 
Iue: And; I doubt not, but he had ſufficient 
Reaſon for ſo doing. All Men are not ſo en- 
tirely governed by Motives' of Avarice and 
Ambition, as to exclude all others from Con- 
ſcience or Convenience. 
£ Why: | iba N not/a Warden, for divers 
Reaſons, believe, that his Situation at Min- 
cheſter might be more uſeful, and agreeable, 
than at New College? Why might he not pro- 
poſe more Eaſe and Comfort to himſelf, a bet- 
ter Capacity or more frequent Opportunities, 
of doing Good to others; and therefore be 
induced to quit one Station, though ſuperior 
in Dignity and Revenue, for another, inferior 
in theſe Particulars, but balanced by Conſi- 
derations of a different Kind? The Founder, 
-undoubtedly, might have foreſeen theſe, and 
other Reaſons, for ſuch a Choice: And, if 
he had foreſeen, at the ſame Time, that ſuch 
Removals would have been attended with ſuch 
Prejudice to both Societies, as is here appre- 
-hended; he would have taken effectual Care, 
by ſome clear and expreſs Statute, to have 
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| * againſt it. Noi fch Stabe can be 


produced; ſo that the Extraordinary Proviſion 
made for the Warden of Neu- Cullege, ſuperior 


to that of the other Warden, does not neteſ- 
ſarily imply any fixed Intention in the Founder, 
that He ſhould upon no Account whatſoever 
be eligible to the Headſhip of Winton. And yet 
this, perhaps, is the moſt plauſible, 'if not the 


only Circumſtance this Writer has, to ſupport 


his Aſſertion, That this Practice is a flat Cons 
tradition to the Tenor and Subſtance of the Sta» 


 tutes of bath Colleges ; if not a Treſpaſs againſt 


the Letter of one of them in particular. 


But if it had been ſo underſtood, in the ear 
lier Times of the Foundation ; How came 
Chaundeler, who you know, Sir, was utriuſque 
Collegii Cuſtos*, to be deemed eligible Au 

14.53, from the Headſhip of Wincheſter, to that 
of New-College? How came it to paſs that ſeveral 
of the School-maſters of Winton, ſhould have 

been ſucceſſively elected Governors of that So» _ 
ciety : When the ſame Ohjection, had there 


been any Force in it, might have been made 
to theſe Elections, as to that of Dr. Fun 


® See Dr. Lowrn's Pref, p. xvii 


* That 
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1 „Ann 
of Winchefter, neither could they, (according to 
the modern Interpretation,) with any Propriety 
be- ſaid to have left the. College, ſo long as one of 
them remained Head and Governor of it*; and 
the others reſided, and exerciſed ſo important an 
Office in it? It muſt be ſaid in Anſwer, that 
the Caſe. ſeems to 'be 1 that our fimple 


The Argument neee 
Detriment of ſuch a Choice, to both Societies, may be more 
plauſibly urged. againſt theſe Elections, than againſt thoſe of the 

Wardens of Neu- College to the Headſhip of Wincheſter College. 
For it .may be pleaded by ſome.who are better at Harangue than 
Argument; That moſt Men, thoſe too of the beſt Education, 
are governed even by very remote Views of Self-intereſt, That 
when Duty and Intereſt ſtand in Competition, the former muſt 
almoſt neceſſarily give Way to the latter; that moral Obligation, 
(whatever Reſpect it might meet with in Utopia, or in the Schools 
of Plato) will be but little regarded by Men, who are ſuppoſed 
to be always under the Influence of Avarice and Ambition: 
That in order to gratify theſe the Wardens and Maſters of Win- 
cheſter-School, will be tempted to conſider the Boys who come 
ſucceſſively under their Tuition, as fo many future Fellows of 
New-College, and conſequently in poſſe their future Patrons: 

And that it is eaſy to imagine, what rare Diſcipline will be efta- 

bliſhed, and Authority maintained, while the Warden, &c. depend 
fo-much as they do for a very beneficial Promotion, upon a Number 

"of Lads, moſt of them under eighteen, ſome of them under 
ten Years of Age. If they hold the Reins of Government, &c. 
"But after all this Flouriſh, it is very certain from the Founder's 
own Practice, that he foreſaw no Detriment that would accrue 
Vn Colleges from ſuch Dependence on Boys; and there foe 
I think we may a fortiori conclude, that he apprehended none 
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Ae having Truth only for their Object, 
and Equity for their Rule, and no bye Ends 
of their own to ſerve by forced and unnatural 
Conſtructions of the Statute; ſuffered their 
— — to be governed and di- 

ee eee * 
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Abe cd it be denied ber dür there have 
been in later Times, and ſtill are many wiſe 

and good Men, who have read over the 4 
and all other Rabricks of the Statutes, with as 
much Attention, Judgment, and Honeſty, 'as 
the Objector or any of his Adviſers ; and who 
have judged quite otherwiſe in this Particular, 
than he does of the Subſtance arid Tenor of them. 
The Biſhops Morley, Mew, Trelawney, Trim-" 
nell, apd Wilks, had the fame Statutes before 
them; had as clear Conceptibns and as accu- 
rate Judgments, and were bleſs d with as great 
Integrity, as any of their Succeſſors will ever 
be able modeſtly, to lay claim to. Some 
fair Account, therefore, in this Caſe, ought to 
be given; why: the true Senſe of the Statute 
ſhould eſcape the Notice, or mis the Cor- 
rection of theſe wiſe and great Men, and be 
reſerved at laſt for the Diſcovery of this ſaga- 
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in examining and diſcuſſing the Contents of 
. - this Paper, becauſe it contains all and every 
Objection made by the Viſitor to the Election 
of Dr. Parnell, and Which his Lordſhip like- 
wiſe was pleaſed to offer almoſt in the very 
Terms made uſe of in that Addreſs. So that 
when theſe are fairly anſwered, the Contro-— 
ber 5 . will be at an End. W kin 
© 8 
For as to that wretched Shift 1 the Lapſe 
which Dr. Golding and his Friends have ſince 
had Recourſe to, in Aid and Support of a lame 
Title; I have already ſhewed, that it was ne- 
ver urged, nor, I believe, ever thought of, till 
after his Appointment to the Headſhip and 
therefore, if true, is nothing at all, to the 
Purpoſe for which it is produced. But, be- 
cauſe great Pains have been taken, and the 
moſt indefatigable Endeavours uſed to impoſe 
upon the World in that Matter; and ſome 
Gentlemen of good Senſe, and good Affection 
to the Society, have been deceived by them: 
8 1 
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few Lines, in 7 to ſhew Se. extras 
Weakneſs of this miſerable Subterfuge. And 
here I muſt. firſt recall to your Memory the 
Statute * itſelf, and then inform you of the 

un; mme 

The An e a within two Di 
after the Vacancy of the Wardenſhip is-known! 
at Wincheſter, the Fellows of that College! 
muſt certify ſuch Vacancy to the Warden 
and Fellows of Neu- Collage. That ſuch 
Warden and Fellows muſt meet the next Day 
after ſuch Certificate received, in their Chapel, 
to conſider of the Day of Election. That 
within Fifteen Days after ſuch firſt Meeting, 
they muſt finally appoint and prefix the Day 
of Election; in ſuch Manner as that ten Days 
Notice may be given to their abſent Brethren, 
and that the whole may be completed, within 
one Month next after the Vacancy ſo known 
at Wincheſter . That if they elect, within 
one Month in due Form, the Biſhop is bound 
to confirm their Election within five Days 
after the Preſentation, or, (if he refuſes,) it 
ee Stat. of Wincheſter College, Rub. 7. 
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i then ud, without: his-Conertation.” Bat 


that if - they do not elect within ſuch Month, 
dr do nat obſerve the due Fotms of Election, 
8 the: Biſhop is then, and * M- eme 
| 1 $46 


. of the Eletten, 


i i not pretended, but that all were reli- 


gioully obſerved: The ſiugle Objection at firſt. 
wadde being merely to the Qualificatioris of 
the Perſon elected, and this hath been fuf-- 


Audreſ It only: remains, that we conſider 
the: Force of this new rais'd auxiliary Ob- 
jection, relating to the ſuppoſed Lapſe of the 
Statintable Time; which: is now brought up 
as Cu d Reſerve, to cover the Retreat of 
2 baffled: Argument. Now, in . Reſpect, 
the Hoſes ſtand wo thaw ee ee 


"Ds. Gael bed on Thurſday Dt 26. A 


May: 1757: And, ſuppoſing his Death to be 
known the ſame Evening to the College at 
Winebeſter, the Fellows of New College had 
clearly a) Power of deferring their Election, 
at leaſt, till Thurſday the 23d of June, 

£ mon 


fitiently examined. in the Courſe of the preſent. 
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Biſhop's Right "of Devolution, could not | 
commence" till Friday the 24th at the ſooneft. | 


But the College proceeded to Election, and 
choſe Dr. Purnell in due Form, on Wedneſs 


day the 1 5th ; notified the fame to the Biſhop, © * 
on Saturday the 18th; and publicly preferited 


the Doctor to his Lordſhip, on Me OY 
20th. His Lordſhip was then pleaſed to re- 


fuſe confirming that Election; and, moreover, - 


that Turn; and that the Power of Nomins- 


tion was then veſted in himſelf alone. 


From hence, Sir, it wilt be maniſeſt to 4 
Gentleman of your Penetration, how groutid- 


Founder's Statutes: Whereas they had indiſ- 


putably a ſufficient Period, remaining, in which 
they might have corrected their ſuppoſed Er- 
ror, in caſe, (agreeably to their Petition,) he, 


had been permitted ſo to do. And; therefore, 
a Gentleman of your Acquaintance would do 


be” 
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ſolemn. profeſſions to the Contrary, he did not 
determine. to accept a Nomination, (which 
he himſelf had declared unwarrantable) ſome 
Days before his Patron could poſfibliy have 
any Right to nominate ; though perhaps the 
formal Appointment might be deferred, upon 
better Advice, till I was expired: Which 
may poſſibly account for a Delay, which has 
hitherto gend a Myſtery. And it might 

 . not be amiſs, if Dr. Zow?rh, upon this Occa» 
þ fion, would himſelf reconſider the Force of 
thoſe Expreſſions, of ”*—_ oP Auer 2 
ee upright. 


But, to fam up. the whole in a 85 
Words: It is pleaded, you ſee, Sir; by the 


* The Lener of Apology for Dr. G——yg's accepting the 
| Headſhip, c. (if that be a true Copy which I have ſeen of it) 
-was dated June the ziſt, the very Day on which he had his Au- 
dience of the Biſhop. + In this Letter after ſumming up his 
TLordſhip's Reaſons for rejecting Dr. P— ; he adds, In this 
Stute of the Caſe, and as I am of Opinion myſelf that the 
« Cuſtom ſhould be broke through; I can't ſee the leaſt Reaſon 
- & why I may not accept of it, viz. of a Benefit which, in a Way 
„ appointed by the Founder himſelf, moſt regularly devalves 
+ << npon me.” It may be difficult too, to aſſign a Reaſon for his 1 
employing the beft Part of tao, if not three Days in conſulting and 
comparing the Statute: for further Satisfaction in this Point, when . 
it ſhould ſeem from the above Declaration. that ha 


_ determined about it, 
Gentlemen 
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cent" of New College, in Vindicatton'of 
their late Proceeding, That their Election of 
their own Warden to the Wardenſhip of Vin. 
chegter, _ Was ſufficiently warranted by their 
Statute, De Electione Cuftodis ; the Senſe of 


College ;—Had been allowed in the Caſe of 
Chaundeler, within fifty Years of the Founder's 
Time, and had been ſtrengthen d and con- 


Election of Schoolmaſters of Nina to the 
Headſhip of that College. That if any Objec- 
tions were made to it in the Caſe of Dr. M. 
cholas, (which is a Suggeſtion neither proved 
by any Evidence, nor favoured by any Tradition®) 
it might fairly be concluded, that they were 
anſwered to the Satisfaction of the Objectors; 
as it has ſince been admitted of in five Inſtances 


e of in a — by his Lordſhip himſelf. 


That the received Senſe of the Statute 
was judge d by Men of the greateſt Impar- 


eee, re $19. 85 | 
A H be 


controverted, fince the Foundation of che 


firm'd in ſeveral Inftances by the ſucceffive 


ſucceſſiyely, by his Lordſhip's Predeceſſors, and 


tiality, and moſt approved Underſtanding: » 
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be the- moſt obvious, juſt, and. natural: But, 
ſuppoſing there had been any thing dubious, 
or obſcure, in it ; yet, by the Opinion of the 
moſt able Lawyers * „long and uninterrupted 
| Preſcription | 
wh ö Statute be doubtful, we are to expound the Sta- 
tute as it has been expounded in all Ages. Lord C. F. Holt. 


If any doubtful Words be in a, Statute, yet the conſtant Prac- 
tice muſt expound it. Mr. Juſlice Athyns. 


Rights of every kind, which ſtand upon the Foot of Uſage, 
gradually receive new Strength in Point of Light and Evidence 


from the Continuance of this Uſage; as it implies the tacit Con- 


ſent and Approbation of every ſucceſlive Age, in which the 
| 1 M. Fuft. Foſter. 


Becauſe the particular Book" and Page from which the above. 
Sentences are quoted, were not pointed out in the Margin ; Dr. 
Lowth would infinuate (p. 59 of his Anſwer,) a Suſpicion of 
ſome Inſincerity; as if that Omiſſion had proceeded from a Fear 
left the Truth of thoſe Citations ſhould be examined, and per- 
haps found to be either partial, fallacious, or not pertinent to the 
Purpoſe for which they are cited. But it fo happens, that theſe 
are detached Sentences, Maxims urg'd by the Judges Atkyns 
and Holt, as a ſtanding Rule for the Interpretation of all du- 
bious Statutes ; and the Rule is certainly as applicable to a Col- 
lege Statute as to a national one. The Occaſion of their 
it was this; Sir Richard Graham, Lord Preſton, being indicted 
on a Charge of High-Treaſon, pleaded in his Defence, ſome 
new Conſtruction of the Stat. of Edward III. which Plea the 
Judges over-ruled as above. See State Trials, vol. IV. 
p. 412, 413. 


Haying thus vindicated my own, I ſhall beg Leave to give a. 


Specimen of the Doctor's Sincerity. When I ſpeak above of 
Preſcription, &c. it muſt be very obvious to every Reader of 
Ee chat my Deſign was to exhibit, upon the 


Authority 
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Preſcription, Uſage, tacit Conſent and the 
like, were Circumſtances of themſelves ſuffi-. 


cient to determine, meat 2 the ä 
ing of it. N 


But, had his Lordſhip been convinced upon 
ever ſo good Grounds of the Inexpediency, 
pernicious Tendency, and Unſtatutableneſs of 
this Practice; it is not conceived how he could 
conſiſtently with his uſual Moderation and 
Equity, proceed to a new Determination of 
the Senſe of the Statute before a Conference 
with the Fellows had beed propoſed, their Ob- 
jections heard, Counſel allowed, and legal Ad- 
vice taken about its true Extent and Meaning. 


Authority of the greateſt Lawyers, ſome Standard- Rule for the 
Interpretation of dubious Statutes; and not for eſtabliſhing a 
Practice contrary to a known one. But Dr. I (p. 61.) is 
pleaſed to repreſent me as pleading for a preſcriptive inhe- 
«« rent Right in the Warden to be elected; or a Right belong- 
ing to the Society to ele& him, whether the Statute permit it 
« or not ;” And expoſtulates with me in his Socratic Way for 
four Pages together, on this Suppoſition, Whereas nothing was 
farther from my Intention. I ſuppoſe it is agreed on all Hands 
that Uſage, &c. ſhall not prevail againſt the known and allow'd 
Senſe of any Statute, where the Intention of it is clear and ac- 
knowledged, And here as well as in other Places of his Book, 
it would be but ingenuous in the Doctor to diſtinguiſh between 
the Fellows having a Power of promoting their Warden to 
Wincheſter, and their being actually obliged to it. 


H 2 | Much 
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a +: chat he would re- 


jet their Warden elect, and appoint another, 


by his viſitatorial Authority, before, as Viſitor, 
he had given due Notice of their being got 


into an unſtatutable Method of electing; men- 


tioned the Errors of his Predeceſſors, and his 
own Error in admitting Dr. Coxed ; warned 
them of the Danger of loſing: their Right of 
Nomination by ſuch. 4 Proceeding ; and de- 
dlared. himſelf reſolved. to take Advantage of 
their yes of his Admonition. 


They urge farther, * when his Lordſhip / 
had found himſelf miſtaken in his former Con- 
ſtruction of the Statute, and was determined 
to eſtabliſh a new Interpretation of it ; it 
might reaſonably be imagined that he would 
have thought himſelf in ſome Meaſure obliged 
by the Ties of Honour and Conſcience, by 
the Duty of his facred Profeſſion, as well as 
by that of his Relation to them, to uſe his 
- Charitable Endeavours to convince them of 
their Miſtake, and to prevent their perſiſt- 
ing in an Error, which, by his Lordſhip's 
Confeſſion, had before given him much 
_—_ ER; and has ſince occaſioned 

much 
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That Fon had. _—_ a 2 Wo; 1 
Lordſhip's Goodneſs, and the known Conſiß 
tency of his Character, for ſuch Information: 
But, as he had not been pleaſed either by any 
public Injunction or private Admonition, to 
ſignify to them the Alteration of his Sentunents 
in this Particular; they did, as they reaſonably 
might, think themſelves ſecure in his. Honour 
and Integrity, and fully juſtified before God, his 
Lordſhip, and all Mankind, in proceeding in 
their uſual Method, according to the rare 
Senſe of the Statute, tits g. 


And laſtly ; That as he had not thought” fit 
A previouſly to give his Reaſons, or interpoſe 
by his Authority, and yet was previouſly reſolved 
* to reject Dr. Purnell, as an unſtatutable, Can- 
"= 

of 


didate ; it might reaſonably have been ex- 

pected from his Lordſhip's paternal Tenderneſs, . 
t- that ſome Allowance ſhould have been made 
ps for an Error, (ſuppoſing it to be one,) which 
RY had. in ſome Meaſure been countenanced by 
ned is Lordſhip's Example, and was owing. to 
uch N their 


"Tex | 

gnorance of the Change of his Will 
. and that they might at leaſt 
| have been permitted to proceed to the Election 
ol a ſtatutable Warden, ES: e 
n A e 


But all theſe Pleas, een bt as they have 
been thought to be by, the impartial World, 
were entirely over- ruled And his Lordſhip's 
final Reſolution was; That, whereas, by a Miſ- 
take in their Proceedings, the Matter was de- 
values to him, he would, without giving them any 
Farther Trouble, by his own Authority appoint 
' @' Warden of Wi — he hath 
2 done. ä 


Whether this W Deciſion may 
appear, upon the Review of the Argument, to 
be ſo wholly difinterefied, and perfeciyj upright, 
as you, Sir, have been pleaſed to repreſent it, 
is now ſubmitted to your Re-conſideration, and 
the-Judgment of the Public. But, if the true 
Character of their pious Founder is to be ta- 
ken from your Hiſtory of him; I may ven- 
ture to aſſert, this is not the Conduct cons be 
w laue preſcribed, on this Occaſion ; 


in 


C ĩ .. x5 
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„ 
ſelf, in the ſame Circumſtances. And, there- 


fore, I would recommend i it to you, Sir, to prove, 
qualify, or retract, ſo peremptory an Aſſertion; 
leſt you ſhould incur the Cenſure which 1 
have ſo freely beſtowed on Archbiſhop Parker®, 
That you have not in this Inflance treated Wykx- 

HAM with that Candor, which belongs to your 
gn Character, and was due to WyxEaAM'sÞ. 


Thus have I, with great Freedom, but till 


I hope, within the Bounds of Decency and 


Reſpect, given you the Reaſons for ſuſpending 
my Aſſent to your Opinion: Nor am I con- 
ſcious that I have offered any Thing in ſupport 
of my own, which either Veracity or Modeſty 


ſhould oblige me to ſuppreſs. If then you will 
only be ſo good as to ſpare me in the Cha- 


racter of a Writer, (a Character, which I am 

little able to ſuſtain, and which nothing but 

my Concern. for the Reputation and Intereſt of 

a Society, to which I have greater Obligations 
* It appears from a particular Inſtance given by Dr. L—, in 

his Life of Wykeham (p. 207,) that Wykeham was inclined to 


mild and gentle Methods - of proceeding, in Buſineſs of Deli- 
cacy and Importance. 


+ Life of Wykeham, p. 339. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


N be Arbe ec ee 
did not write for Fame, but for Truth, 


he does not find himſelf in the leaſt affected 
with the Cenſure, which Dr. Lowth, in his 
Anſwer, hath ſo freely paſſed upon him, in 
that Character. But the Doctor by aſſuming a 
Liberty ſo little becoming the Dignity of his 
Profeſſion, and the Gravity of his Argument, 
may poſſibly have done a Favour where he i in- 
tended an Abuſe: For when a Man takes up- 
on him to treat his Adverſary with Haughti- 
neſs and Contempt, he will generally do him 
more Service by his Indecency, than Harm by 

his Inferences. nk a 


« Pray, Sir, who are you? * ſome one per- 
e haps, in the imperfect, unſhapen Form of 
* a Sophiſt F.“ Theſe, with other curious 
Tropes of the ſame Kind, every where diſperſed 


* See Dr. Lowth's Anſwer, p. 65, and following pages. 


+ The Reader may pleaſe to obſerve, that theſe Sopbiſis were 
a Seft of covetous and ambitious Men, who entered into the In- 
trigues and Affairs of the World, and made a Trade of their pre- 
tended Knowledge. Sic enim appellantur hi qui oftentationis, 
aut quæſtus cauſa philoſophantur. Says Cicer. in Lucull. 


I throughout 


( 66 ) 
e e the Doctor's Performance,” may 


ſeem to approach too near the Rhetoric of 


ſome ſurly Porter to a ſturdy Beggar ; are cer- 


tainly very remote from that Delicacy of Ad- 
refs which is required from one Perſon of li- 
beral Education to another; eſpecially" to one, 


who, as the Doctor acknowledges, had on a 


late Oceafion, and I will add, on all Occaſions, 


treated him with K and e 


"Aa the rpc which follows, * is 


much of a Piece with this civil Introduction. 
Such I fear upon the whole, as the ingenious. 
and polite Reader will hardly deem conſiſtent 


with the good Senſe of a Philoſopher, or the 
good Manners of a Gentleman. 
Thus we ſee when the Doctor cannot diſ- 
prove the Facts or refute the Arguments of his 
Correſpondent, his laſt Reſource is, to endea- 


vour to leſſen his Authority, by depreciating 
his Abilities, and vilifying his Character. This 


* too is one of the little low, diſingenyous 
« Arts of modern Controverſy +.” 


Dr. Lowth's Anſwer, P. 66. | + Pe 5 
| | I am 
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lam but t00 ſenſible, and have fairly a- 


knowledged, how little fit L am for Controver- 
ſies of any Kind; that neither my Temper, 
Learning, nor Opportunities, have qualified me 
to cope with a Man of Dr. Louis Skill and 
Proweſs : And that nothing but my Concer 
for the Rights, Property, and Reputation of an 
injured Society, could have engaged me at firſt 
in it's Vindication, or now again in Defence 
of it. However, with the little Skill I am 
Maſter of, I have been hitherto able to keep 
both my Antagoniſts at Arms-length ; without 
incurring much Harm to myſelf, or Diſadvany 
tage to my Argument; and, armed as I am 
with Truth and a good Cauſe, am under no 
Apprehenfion of Danger from any future At+ 
tacks, they may 1 or vu, make 
upon me. 


If Dr. L-—þ be fo happy as to be pof- 
ſeſſed, in a more eminent Degree, of thoſe 
Qualifications, with the Want of which he has 
been pleaſed to reproach his Adverlary*, it 
were to be wiſhed he had been as fincere too 
in the Application of them; that ſo he might 


Ses the Anſwer, p. 66, &. 
| WES have 


(686 
Jiu aired: the Merit as well as (Reputation 


of ny Excellence. on en 


1 will not Gpute with bim 4 Propriety 


* of his Conduct in preſenting: his Life of his 
* « F ounder in the cuſtomary Form of a Dedi- 


* 


« cation, to a Biſhop of Wincheſter, the Sub- 


ce ſtitute of WWE EHAM, the public Patron of 
te his Colleges, and (what the Doctor often 
cc reminds us of) his own private Patron.” 


As he had been obliged to his Lordſhip, by 
many real and ſubſtantial Favours, it muſt be 


owned, that he has ſhewed his Judgment as 


well as his Gratitude, in laying. hold of this 


Opportunity of repaying his Patron, in the uſual 
Coin of Authors, with a modeſt Panegyrick. 
But it may appear ſomewhat ſtrange, that out 
of ſo goodly a Heap of Jewels which lay be- 


fore him, finely poliſhed, and in all Points 


fitted to adorn his Dedication ; he ſhould fingle 
out ſuch only, as (ſuppoſing they have no ma- 
terial Flaw in them) may probably be thought; 


by a ſhrewd Politician, a warm 'Churchman, 


or a zealous Chriſtian, to ſhine with leſs Luſtre 


and Advantage, than many others he might 


have made Choice of for B's Purpoſe. At 
| leaſt 


1 69 ) 
leaſt the injured Wykehamiſts, yet. ſmarting 
under the Senſe of their late Correction, may 
with too much Juſtice complain, that the 
Doctor ſeems rather to triumph in their Diſ⸗ 
grace, than conſole them under it; when he 
aſſures them, that his Patron had treated them 
with all the Tenderneſs f an. indulgent Parent; 
and then to finiſh the Compliment, with a 
moſt provoking Pertneſs of Expreſſion, adds, 
juſt. in every Reſpect as he, (the Founder)! would 
have alled himſelf. This laſt Aſſertion I have 
already proved, and will once more venture to 
aver it, in Terms borrowed from the Doctor 
himſelf, . to be preſumptuous, abſurd, inconſiſtent, 
and falſe: And his urging it in the Manner 
he has done, can never be underſtood ah any 
other, than an Inſult made on the Society of 
New College ; if not an Indignity offered to * 
Memory of its pious Founder. | 


I was really aware, whilſt I was penning 
my Hint of the Contempt that is generally 
due to anonymous Letters; that Dr. L—— 
might be diſingenuous enough to apply it to 
my own Caſe; but foreſaw no Advantage 
he could un by it. For if he cannot con- 
: ceive, 


— 


r 
reive*, I am ſure many others of leſs Sagacity 
can; not only on what Pretence, but with what 
good Reaſon I can plead an Exemption” for my- 
felf frum this general Rule.” And I cannot help 
thinking, but the Doctor (though he will not 
confeſs it) muſt perceive the Expedience, and 
even Neceſſity of my concealing my Name on 
ſo delicate an Occaſion It is ever allowable, 
in Caſes of this Sort, for an Author to affect 
cumſtances, and Situation in Liſe, from the 
View of his Readers. I can howeyer wick 
Truth and a good Conſeienee affirm, that it 
never was my Intention to take Advantage from 
my own Obſcurity, to make any unjuſt or 
malicious Attacks upon the Characters of 
others: And therefore my Rule with Reſpect 
to anonymous Letters, can never, from this 
Inſtance, be illuſtrated, and enforced by my "own 
Example. 


For I have not (as the Doctor falſely charges 

me) * taken upon me to report Facts, to 

publiſn private Converſations, and to ſuggeſt 
Doubts and Surmiſes, &c. n 
Dre. Lowth's Anſwer, a | 

« Authority 
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« Authority only.” The Facts I mention or 
allude to, I know to be well atteſted and 
fairly ſtated ; the Inferences deduced from 


them, have been allowed by the Public to be 


candid, juſt, and ſolid; and the private Con- 
verſations relating to this Subject, were pub- 
lic and notorious long before they were exhi- 
bited in Print. Nor was the Vindication itſelf 
undertaken purely upon my own Judgment 
and Authority ; but at the earneſt Sollicitation 
of many Members of New College, and others. 
The Plan of it was, previouſly to it's Publi- 
cation, ſubmitted to their Peruſal, received 
their Approbation, and was publiſhed by 
their Advice. | 


Neither have I endeavoured in any Part 
of my Performance, to impoſe upon the Cre- 
dulity or Underſtanding of my Readers, by 
popular Arguments, artful Gloſſes, ſophiſtical 
Reaſonings, logical Subtilties; nor even by 


any Fineſſe and Ornament of Style, too often 


deluſive. But have, with an upright Conſi- 
dence, given my Judgment upon the Caſe; 
and that with all the Plaineſs and Simplicity 
that becomes an honeſt and ſincere Man, and 


with 
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wich all te Fairnefs: and Fiddlity: that ul? 
be expected from a candid: * in W 
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men I am concerned with in this Diſpute; 
that neither before nor ſince I engaged in it. 
did I ever harbour in my Breaſt any the leaſt 
Degree of perſonal Prejudice, Envy, or Male- 
volence againſt either of them; my Quarrel 
not being with Men, but with Meaſures ; 
which, as far as may be. conſiſtent with the 
Rules of Charity, and the Nature of my De- 
ſign, (Which is alſo charitable,) I before 
thought, and am ſtill ſatisfied, J had a Right 
to diſplay. 


| I was not however, (as Dr. G obliquely 

_ ſuggeſts, and as Dr. L-— more boldly de- 
clares) ſo fingularly heroic, as to riſe up offici- 
ouſly, and condemn the Proceedings of the Vi- 
tor, though I could not in Conſcience, ap- 
prove of them; 1 arrogate not to myſelf ſuch 
ſuperior Merit. But when I found, even after 
my Clients, as the Doctor calls them, had ac- 


* Pref. p. 4c. 
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quieſced in his L-d—p's Appointment, with 
a paſſive Submiſſion, which (it ſeems) * Pr. 
6 himſelf did not expect; that baſe 
Endeavours were ſilt uſed, to ſtifle in our 
Friends, all thoſe generous, Sentiments, Which 


| Intereſted them in our Misfortunes; it was 


thought full Time that ſomething g (however 


imperfect and unſhapen) ſhould be produced, 
to qualify a little the Inſolence of thoſe who 2 


. in them. 


If then, in the Courſe of this Controverſy, 
any Characters ſhould be expoſed to a Light 
which they cannot well bear, the Perſons ag- 
grieved muſt ſeek their Redreſs from the Dedi- 
cator, who thought proper to tear open afreſh 
thoſe Wounds, which Time and Patience had . 
well-nigh cloſed; If too, upon the whole of 
this Diſpute it ſhould appear, ( and I really 
think to every candid and impartial Man it 
muſt appear) that the Authors of the hard 
Treatment here complained of, have acted 
Parts highly diſingenuous, and in ſome Points, 
not altogether becoming the Dignity: of their 
Characters; I am not anſwerable for the Cen- 

| ® See Pref. p. 46. 
K ſure 
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myſelf and my Undertaking; I ſhould proceed 
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oy that may. hs deſeryedly paſt upon chem 
for ſuch a Conduct but thaſe only are ſo, who 
have laid me under a Neceſſity, and even made 
it my Duty to give, A fair State of .the Matter 
to the Public. If others can without Scruple 
employ their Pens, in complimenting unpro- 
voked Rigour, and inſulting unmerited Diſtreks, - 
I hope it will never be thought criminal i in me, 
(though! 1 cannot retrieve the Rights) at leaſt to 
defend the Reputation of a Society, with which 


I was once happily connected, and to which I 


ſhall ever acknowledge myſelf bound, by the 


X pſt Good LR 


* 


> Beaton offired 155 * in Fires * 


now, to a Review of the Arguments brought 
by our Adverſaries, in Support of their Preten- 


ſions: But that being already done, in the moſt 
deciſive Manner by the ingenious and judicious 
Author of the Reply; I have only to obſerye 
farther ; That had every Thing been fully 


proved, which is gontended for by our mo- 
dern Interpreters; (viz) That our Anceſtore 
for this three or four hundred Vears paſt, had 
been ſucceſſively miſtaken in their Interpretation 

f a 1 0 of 


TT 3 

of . the Statute in Diſpute ; That tlie vs. 
| L—— and G—— had at laſt, by the Help 
of eaſy Metonymies, logical Subtilty, and verbal 
Criticiſm ; diſcovered and explained the true 
Senſe of it; and that the Viſitor, in Conſequence = 
of this new Interpretation, had acted confiſt= 

ently with the Summum Jus at leaſt, in the 

late Appointment of a Warden by his own Au- 


thority x Va Tant agree, with Dr. 6. 
« That the Statutes reſpectiug the Occaſion of 


« it, are the only authentick Teſt, whereby to 

decide concerning the Merit of ſuch Pro- 

<« ceeding . There may certainly be other 
Circumſtances, whereby the Rectitude of Mens 
Conduct in ſuch Affairs may be tried, and per- 
haps found defective. 


+ For the Man of Probity, much more the 
ſincere Chriſtian, will not only have a conſci- 
entious Regard to whatſoever Things are 
juſt; but alſo to whatſoever Things are true, 
honeſt, lovely, and of good Report; and will 
think of theſe Things : Will not be rigid in ex- 

T Defence, p. 4 | 

+ Here, with Doftor Ls Leave, I ſhall talk once more 


like an Utopian Moral. 
K 2 acting. 


